
  

MAJOR ROBOTIC-ASSISTED SURGERY MILESTONE FOR SCOTLAND 
 

10,000 patients across Scotland have benefitted from minimally invasive robotic-assisted 
surgery following Scottish Government national investment in da Vinci surgical systems 

 
OXFORD, UK, 31 JAN 2025: More than 10,000 patients across Scotland have benefitted from da Vinci 
robotic-assisted surgery (RAS) since 2021, following a major expansion of da Vinci surgical systems 
which was designed to reduce rates of open surgery, improve equity of access and outcomes for 
patients, and enhance NHS productivity. 
 
The expansion saw the Scottish Government invest in 12 additional da Vinci surgical systems since 
2021, more than tripling the number of existing da Vinci surgical systems in the country. It had the 
primary aim of improving access to RAS for gynaecology and colorectal patients, the clinical 
specialties that had the highest rates of open surgery in Scotland.1,2 It also supported continued 
expansion in the already established programmes of urology, thoracic, and head and neck surgery.2  
 
As a result, more patients in Scotland have been able to benefit from minimally invasive surgery, with 
the improved outcomes associated with da Vinci RAS, such as quicker recovery times, fewer 
complications, and a reduced chance of readmission,3,4 helping to improve productivity across 
Scotland.  
 
Da Vinci robotic-assisted surgery is a form of minimally invasive surgery in which surgeons use da 
Vinci surgical systems to perform delicate and complex operations through a few small incisions. 
Surgeons have total control of the system’s movements, benefitting from the enhanced visualisation, 
dexterity, precision and ergonomics that da Vinci robotic-assisted surgical systems provide.  
 
Professor Campbell Roxburgh, Consultant Colorectal Surgeon, University of Glasgow, said:  “Thanks 
to the Scottish Government’s continued investment in this cutting edge technology and its ongoing 
implementation across the nation, we are now realising what we set out to achieve through the 
expansion – we have vastly reduced rates of open surgery and we have improved equity of access to 
robotic-assisted surgery and its associated outcomes for patients. To reach this significant national 
milestone is testament to that.” 
 
Improved access to da Vinci RAS has been helping to support national healthcare ambitions, forming 
a key component of the Scottish Cancer Action Plan for 2023-2026.5 
 
Health Secretary Neil Gray said: “These surgical robots have transformed the experience of surgery 
for a number of patients across NHS Scotland, as well as easing the pressure on surgeons, with 
procedures that are less physically demanding to carry out. Crucially, by providing more opportunities 
for surgeons to carry out robotic-assisted procedures we can attract a broader pool of surgeons to 
work here, helping us build a stronger NHS Scotland for the future.” 
 
David Marante, Vice President of Intuitive UK and Ireland, makers of the da Vinci surgical system, said: 
“We’d like to congratulate all the surgeons and care teams across the NHS in Scotland who have 
pioneered the use of our da Vinci surgical systems to advance minimally invasive care and reach this 
incredible milestone of 10,000 patients treated since 2021. 
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“We remain committed to supporting NHS Scotland as it continues to expand access to minimally 
invasive da Vinci surgery for patients, to reduce rates of open surgery while improving outcomes for 
patients and delivering sustainable productivity improvements.” 
 
Jennifer Bamforth, Head of Policy and Influencing at Bowel Cancer UK, said: “Bowel cancer is 
Scotland’s fourth most common cancer and surgery is the most common treatment for the disease. 
However, too often it’s open surgery and this can mean a longer recovery time, so any initiative like 
this that can reduce the time spent in hospital recovering is very welcome. It is great to see it has 
already helped 10,000 patients across Scotland.” 
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Notes to editors 

Contact  

For more information, please contact:  

• Bea Cadwallader, Intuitive, E: Bea.Cadwallader@intusurg.com M: 07385 684197 
 

About robotic-assisted surgery 

Robotic-assisted surgery is a form of minimally invasive surgery in which surgeons use robotic-assisted 
surgical systems to perform delicate and complex operations through a few small incisions, using 
instruments attached to the arms of the surgical system. Surgeons have total control of the system’s 
movements.  
 
By providing surgeons with enhanced visualisation, dexterity, precision and ergonomics, da Vinci 
robotic-assisted surgical systems help surgeons to perform minimally invasive procedures across a 
range of surgical specialties, including urology, gynaecology, colorectal, thoracic, and abdominal or 
general surgery. 
 
About Intuitive 

Intuitive (Nasdaq: ISRG), headquartered in Sunnyvale, California, with UK and Ireland headquarters in 
Oxford, UK, is a global leader in minimally invasive care and the pioneer of robotic-assisted surgery. 
Our ground-breaking technologies include the da Vinci surgical system and the Ion endoluminal 
system. Digital intelligence allows us to unite our advanced systems, progressive learning, and value-
enhancing services to help physicians and their teams optimize care delivery to support the best 
outcomes possible. At Intuitive, we envision a future of care that is less invasive and profoundly better, 
where diseases are identified early and treated quickly, so patients can get back to what matters most.  
 
For more information, please visit:  https://www.intuitive.com/en-gb  
 
Important Safety Information 
For intended use and/or indications for use, risks, cautions, and warnings and full prescribing 
information, refer to the associated user manual(s) or visit 
https://manuals.intuitivesurgical.com/market.  
© 2025 Intuitive Surgical Operations, Inc. All rights reserved. Product and brand names/logos are 
trademarks or registered trademarks of Intuitive Surgical or their respective owner. 
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